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Description :

Prsentation de |'diteurThis stunning, atmospheric thriller set in war-torn Europe won the CWA Gold Dagger
and has now been reissued with the Javier Falcon series.A Portuguese bank is founded on the back of Nazi
wartime deals.Over half a century later ayoung girl ismurdered in Lisbon.1941. Klaus Felsen, SS, arrivesin
Lisbon and the strangest party in history where Nazis and Allies, refugees and entrepreneurs dance to the
strains of opportunism and despair. Felsens war takes him to the bleak mountains of the north where a brutal
battle is being fought for an element vital to Hitlers blitzkrieg.Late 1990s, Lisbon. Inspector Ze Coelho is
investigating the murder of ayoung girl with a disturbing sexual past. As Ze digs deeper he overturns the
dark soil of history and unearths old bones. The 1974 revolution has | eft injustices of the old fascist regime
unresolved. But theres an older, greater injustice for which this small death in Lisbon is horrific
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compensation, and in hisfinal push for the truth, Ze must face the most chilling opposition..comPenzler
Pick, August 2000: Winner of the prestigious Gold Dagger Award in the U.K. for the best mystery of 1999,
this complex literary thriller may be one of the most satisfying suspense novels to come along in some time.
Robert Wilson has written several political thrillers, most of which are set in West Africa, but they are, alas,
largely unavailable in the U.S. In A Small Death in Lisbon, the narrative switches back and forth between
1941 and 1999, and Wilson's wide knowledge of history and keen sense of place make the eras equally
vibrant. In 1941 Germany, Klaus Felsen, an industrialist, is approached by the SS high command in a none-
too-friendly manner and is "persuaded"” to go to Lisbon and oversee the sale--or smuggling--of wolfram (also
known as tungsten, used in the manufacture of tanks and airplanes). World War |1 Portugal is neutral where
business is concerned, and too much of the precious metal is being sold to Britain when Germany needsit to
insure that Hitler's blitzkrieg is successful. Cut to 1999 Lisbon, where the daughter of a prominent lawyer
has been found dead on a beach. Ze Coehlo, aliberal police inspector who is awidower with a daughter of
his own, must sift through the life of Catarina Oliviera and discover why she was so brutally murdered. Her
father is enigmatic, her mother suicidal; her friends were rock musicians and drug addicts. The reader is
treated to awonderful portrait of Lisbon in the aftermath of the 1974 revolution that ousted Salazar from
power, and the scars from that conflict are still close to the surface for the citizens of Lisbon, including
Coehlo and his colleagues. We also see World War |1 in adlightly different manner from that to which we
are accustomed--through the eyes of the Germans and the Portuguese. The pace of the book is leisurely but
compelling as the events of 1941 and those in 1999 merge in an extraordinary climax. --Otto PenzlerFrom
Publishers WeeklyThe real star of this gripping and beautifully written mysteryDwhich won the British
Crime Writers Golden Dagger Award for Best Crime Novel last yearDis Portugal, whose history and people
cometo life on every page. Wilson tells two stories: the investigation into the brutal sex murder of a 15-year-
girl in 1998, and the tangled, bloody saga of afinancial enterprise that begins with the Nazisin 1941.
Although the two stories seem unrelated, both are so strong and full of fascinating characters that readers
attentionDand their faith that they will eventually be connectedDshould never waver. The author creates
three compelling protagonists: middle-aged detective Jose Coelho, better known as Ze; Ze's late British wife,
whom he met while exiled in London with his military officer father during the anti-Salazar political
uprisings of the 1970s; and Ze's wise, talented and sexually active 16-year-old daughter. The first part of the
WWII story focuses on an ambitious, rough-edged but likeable Swabian businessman, Klaus Felsen,
convinced by the Gestapo to go to Portugal and seize the lion's share of that country's supply of tungsten,
vital to the Nazi war effort. Later, we meet Manuel Abrantes, a much darker and more dangerous character,
who turns out to be the main link between the past and the present. As Ze sifts through the sordid
circumstances surrounding the murder of the promiscuous daughter of a powerful, vindictive lawyer, Wilson
shines a harsh light on contemporary Portuguese society. Then, in aternating chapters, he shows how and
why that society developed. All this and a suspenseful mysteryDwho could ask for more? (Oct.) Copyright
2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.



