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Description : 

Prsentation de l'diteurThis is both a fascinating history of time gone by and a biography of a survivor and 
Lewis has written it with flash and substance. -- Howard Schwartz - Gambler's Book Club, Las Vegas"I 
found Celebrity Gangster intense, dramatic, a real page turner." ----Irwin Winkler, Producer of Rocky, 

Raging Bull, Goodfellas, Night and the City and The Gang That Couldn't Shoot Straight. -- Irwin 
Winkler"Never in my years of reading for pleasure, has such an infamous mobster as the late Mickey Cohen 
been written about with such insight, truthfulness and good humor as Brad Lewis has accomplished in this 

page-turning bio. For anyone into Jewish or even gentile folklore, this is a must read." ----Arthur Marx, 
author of Life With Groucho, The Nine Lives of Mickey Rooney, Goldwyn: A Biography of the Man 

Behind the Myth , Red Skelton, The Secret Life of Bob Hope , Everybody Loves Somebody Sometime 
(Especially Himself ) - Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis, and the play, The Impossible Years. -- Arthur MarxA 
colorful biography of the Mick, a nattily attired, 5-foot-5-inch L.A. gangster who declared he never killed 
anyone who ``didn't deserve killing" and who feared nothing but germs (hence, his habit of taking 2- to 3-

hour showers). ``Hollywood's Celebrity Gangster" is a fascinating portrait of how a Boyle Heights newsboy 
grew up to cross paths with movie stars, religious leaders, jetsetters and newspaper folks when he wasn't 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B001W6RSF6


dodging assassination attempts on Sunset Boulevard. Lewis' book shines a light on an often overlooked 
chapter of the history of crime, L.A.'s mid-20th century underworld (called the ``Vicecapades'' by one 
columnist). Mickey struck me as a guy I would have loved to dine with as long as it wasn't on Sunset 

Boulevard. ----Steve Harvey, "Only in LA", Los Angeles Times -- Steve Harvey, "Only in LA", Los Angeles 
TimesBrad Lewis has penned a beauty titled Hollywood's Celebrity Gangster: The Incredible Life and Times 

of Mickey Cohen (396 pages, paperbound, $22), Mickey Cohen, who died in 1976, was a colorful, feared 
West Coast gangster-gambler who knew the biggest names in Hollywood including the Rat Pack, was a 

bodyguard for Bugsy Siegel, a friend of Las Vegas' late Liz Renay and on first names with the biggest guys 
in the Mafia. Well-indexed and illustrated, Lewis book about Cohen draws from thousands of resources -- a 

virtual treasure trove of Mafia-related books, articles and interviews. The book is divided into five parts: 
Cohen's early days from 1913 to 1938, from Brooklyn to Los Angeles; from 1938 to 1947 Headliners: 

Mickey and Bugsy; 1947 to 1955 Mickey, The Celebrity; 1955 to 1967, Mickey Redux; and 1967 to 1976, 
The Survivor. Each section has something for everyone interested in the Mob with theories on who shot 

Bugsy in 1947; a look at the early days of Las Vegas and why Cohen liked certain hotels; and his connection 
with Hollywood and the entertainment industry. Cohen was a survivor. Not a big man (he was five-five), he 
managed to survive gang wars; feuds; the federal government's attempts to put him away; and he had some 
of the biggest name lawyers representing him. His real name was Meyer Harris (Michael) Cohen and there's 
some doubt to when he was born (1911, 1913 or 1914) "purportedly" in Brownsville's section of Brooklyn, 
but he grew up in the Boyle Heights section of Los Angeles. He'd get educated later on the streets of New 
York, Chicago and Detroit. Cohen's life crossed the lives of many. The book's index includes the Mob's 
Albert Anastasia; stripper Candy Barr; Hollywood big shot Harry Cohn; Frank Costello; gangster Jack 

Dragna; Jimmy Fratianno; Momo Giancana; J. Edgar Hoover; racket investigator Estes Kefauver; Mob brain 
Meyer Lansky; actor George Raft; the dapper Johnny Rosselli; ; President John Kennedy and his brother 

Robert. Prsentation de l'diteurThis is both a fascinating history of time gone by and a biography of a survivor 
and Lewis has written it with flash and substance. -- Howard Schwartz - Gambler's Book Club, Las Vegas"I 

found Celebrity Gangster intense, dramatic, a real page turner." ----Irwin Winkler, Producer of Rocky, 
Raging Bull, Goodfellas, Night and the City and The Gang That Couldn't Shoot Straight. -- Irwin 

Winkler"Never in my years of reading for pleasure, has such an infamous mobster as the late Mickey Cohen 
been written about with such insight, truthfulness and good humor as Brad Lewis has accomplished in this 

page-turning bio. For anyone into Jewish or even gentile folklore, this is a must read." ----Arthur Marx, 
author of Life With Groucho, The Nine Lives of Mickey Rooney, Goldwyn: A Biography of the Man 

Behind the Myth , Red Skelton, The Secret Life of Bob Hope , Everybody Loves Somebody Sometime 
(Especially Himself ) - Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis, and the play, The Impossible Years. -- Arthur MarxA 
colorful biography of the Mick, a nattily attired, 5-foot-5-inch L.A. gangster who declared he never killed 
anyone who ``didn't deserve killing" and who feared nothing but germs (hence, his habit of taking 2- to 3-

hour showers). ``Hollywood's Celebrity Gangster" is a fascinating portrait of how a Boyle Heights newsboy 
grew up to cross paths with movie stars, religious leaders, jetsetters and newspaper folks when he wasn't 
dodging assassination attempts on Sunset Boulevard. Lewis' book shines a light on an often overlooked 
chapter of the history of crime, L.A.'s mid-20th century underworld (called the ``Vicecapades'' by one 
columnist). Mickey struck me as a guy I would have loved to dine with as long as it wasn't on Sunset 

Boulevard. ----Steve Harvey, "Only in LA", Los Angeles Times -- Steve Harvey, "Only in LA", Los Angeles 
TimesBrad Lewis has penned a beauty titled Hollywood's Celebrity Gangster: The Incredible Life and Times 

of Mickey Cohen (396 pages, paperbound, $22), Mickey Cohen, who died in 1976, was a colorful, feared 
West Coast gangster-gambler who knew the biggest names in Hollywood including the Rat Pack, was a 

bodyguard for Bugsy Siegel, a friend of Las Vegas' late Liz Renay and on first names with the biggest guys 
in the Mafia. Well-indexed and illustrated, Lewis book about Cohen draws from thousands of resources -- a 

virtual treasure trove of Mafia-related books, articles and interviews. The book is divided into five parts: 
Cohen's early days from 1913 to 1938, from Brooklyn to Los Angeles; from 1938 to 1947 Headliners: 

Mickey and Bugsy; 1947 to 1955 Mickey, The Celebrity; 1955 to 1967, Mickey Redux; and 1967 to 1976, 
The Survivor. Each section has something for everyone interested in the Mob with theories on who shot 

Bugsy in 1947; a look at the early days of Las Vegas and why Cohen liked certain hotels; and his connection 
with Hollywood and the entertainment industry. Cohen was a survivor. Not a big man (he was five-five), he 
managed to survive gang wars; feuds; the federal government's attempts to put him away; and he had some 
of the biggest name lawyers representing him. His real name was Meyer Harris (Michael) Cohen and there's 



some doubt to when he was born (1911, 1913 or 1914) "purportedly" in Brownsville's section of Brooklyn, 
but he grew up in the Boyle Heights section of Los Angeles. He'd get educated later on the streets of New 
York, Chicago and Detroit. Cohen's life crossed the lives of many. The book's index includes the Mob's 
Albert Anastasia; stripper Candy Barr; Hollywood big shot Harry Cohn; Frank Costello; gangster Jack 

Dragna; Jimmy Fratianno; Momo Giancana; J. Edgar Hoover; racket investigator Estes Kefauver; Mob brain 
Meyer Lansky; actor George Raft; the dapper Johnny Rosselli; ; President John Kennedy and his brother 
Robert. Biographie de l'auteurBrad Lewis is a writer, whose focus has ranged from the bizarre world of 
celebrity doctors to detailed histories of Jewish-American development, spotlighting show business. He 

wrote the bestselling biography of Milton Berle, My Father, Uncle Miltie, with the fabled comedian's son, a 
candid look at the irreplaceable television icon. Hollywoods Celebrity Gangster, The Incredible Life and 
Times of Mickey Cohen is the only biography of the charismatic and dangerous mobster whose life was a 
paradigm for the intermingling of Washington, Las Vegas, the entertainment industry and the mob. Great 

White Doctor is a scalpel thriller centered on the sordid lives and weird sexual habits of "celebrity doctors", 
exposing high profile specialists who perform unnecessary surgery on their female patients. He has advanced 

degrees from CUNY, NYU, Columbia University and St. Luke's-Roosevelt Hospital. He has appeared on 
numerous radio and television programs. Lewis is a native New Yorker. 


