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before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my
time, and all praised The Watchman:

Description : Description du produitThe brilliant new thriller from Sunday Times bestselling author,
Robert Crais

Prsentation de I'diteurA superb Joe Pike and Elvis Cole novel from the SUNDAY TIMES bestselling author,
Robert Crais.A long time ago, Joe Pike asked for help. In return, he would, one day, be called upon to return
the favour, no questions asked. That day has come.Joe Pike is asked to protect the life of Larkin Conner
Barkley, a spoiled rich girl who happensto be afederal witnessin amajor case. But someone is leaking
information about their whereabouts, and the killers are getting all too close. So Pike hatches a plan:
disappear into the anonymous underbelly of Los Angeles, turn the tables, and hunt down the
hunters.Enlisting the help of Elvis Cole, Pike uncovers aweb of lies and betrayals; even the cops aren't who
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they seem. But as the body count rises, it becomes clear that Pike's biggest threat may be the girl herself - an
edgy, yet intensely vulnerable soul determined to destroy herself, unless Joe can fill the void in her bruised
heart..co.ukln Robert Crais The Watchman, we have the author firing on all cylinders and Crais aficionados
will know thats an experience to savour. Its one of the tough long-term Crais protagonists, Joe Pike, who
sets the edgy narrative in motion here, and the narrative barely pauses for breath once one of Crais most high
adrenaline novelsisin motion. Joe has been asked to look after ayoung female witnessin a case involving a
very dangerous gangster. The witness, Larkin Conner Barkely, couldnt be more different from the close-
mouthed Joe: she'srich, wilful and very much used to getting her own way. The uneasy alliance between the
two is not much helped when some very violent men start breathing down their necks. Joe realises that he
has to drag areluctant Larkin from her privileged background and hide her from view in the more
downmarket areas of L.A., while at the same time bloodily taking the battle to the enemy. All of thisis
handled with the aplomb that we expect from the ever-reliable Crais, and admirers of the author will be
pleased to hear that Joe Pike calls upon his partner Elvis Cole to help them stay alive and track down those
wanting to eliminate Joes wealthy charge. Crais calls upon some classic elements of the L.A. detective story
here (corrupt cops are afeature of such novels all the way back to Philip Marlowe), but there's no sense of
clichs being warmed over. Rather, thisis a satisfying juggling of comfortable elements, with the mix shaken
up by some new and surprising ones -- such as the fact that the girl Pike and Cole are trying to protect seems
to have a pronounced death wish -- a death wish that looks set to take down her protectors along with her.
Craisfans can safely start reaching for their credit cards. --Barry ForshawFrom Publishers WeeklyAs the
subtitle suggests, Joe Pike, the intriguing, enigmatic partner of L.A. Pl Elvis Cole, takes center stage in this
intense thriller from bestseller Crais (The Two Minute Rule). To pay back an old debt, Pike is coerced into
protecting Larkin Barkley, a hard-partying young heiress whose life isin danger after a "wrong place wrong
time" encounter that quickly escalates and spins out of control. The enemy is shadowy, violent and
relentlessbut the fierce, focused Pike, one of the strongest charactersin modern crime fiction, is equal to the
challenge. The breathless pace and rich styling are sure to appeal to readers of hard-boiled fiction in genera,
but since up to now Pike has mostly remained in the background, some fans of the Elvis Cole series (The
Forgotten Man, etc.) may find the explicit picture that emerges of Pike at odds with the image they've
constructed for themselves. (Mar.) Copyright Reed Business Information, adivision of Reed Elsevier Inc.
All rights reserved.



