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Description : Description du produitHapless crimina John Dortmunder returnsin another rollicking tale of
disorganized crime from Grand Master of Mystery Donald E. Westlake. It's the score of alifetime: easy
accessto alavish New Y ork City apartment, hordes of valuables, and an absentee owner avoiding the
lawyers of his unhappy ex-wives. But before they pull the job, Dortmunder's crew is startled to find their
beloved gin joint, the OJ, in the clutches of the Mafiawho consider it perfect for alittle fraud, courtesy of a
nice big fire. For tactical and highly superstitious reasons, the fate of the OJis even more important to the
crew than the enormous score. Now, Dortmunder and his gang are determined to split their time, fighting the
mob and robbing the rich simultaneously.
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Prsentation de I'diteurIn his classic caper novels, Donald E. Westlake turns the world of crime and criminals
upside-down: the bad get better, the good get worse, and God save anyone caught between a thief named
John Dortmunder and his most improbable plans.It's along way from the island of Manhattan to the island
resort where Preston Fareweather has his hedonistic hideout-avoiding the legal prosecutions of five
embittered ex-wives and enjoying the attentions of the prettiest gold diggers who happen to come hisway. A
terrible human being, Preston makes the terrible mistake of getting friendly with an equally dyspeptic
personality: a New Y ork fence named Arnie Albright.Arnie went to the island paradise to become a happier
man. It worked. After aweek with Preston, Arnie comes home to New Y ork with awhole new attitude and a
proposition for his associate John Dortmunder: a can't miss, million-dollar robbery-of Preston's nearly
unguarded, art-filled Fifth Avenue penthouse.But when Dortmunder and his clean-up crew get together to
plan the heist, they quickly get distracted and suddenly a billionaire from Fifth Avenue and a would-be Tony
Soprano from New Jersey have one thing in common: John Dortmunder is after them both at the same
time...and disaster can't be far behind.From Publishers WeeklyStarred . John Dortmunder, deadpan burglar
extraordinaire, leads a cast of marvelously twisted supporting charactersin his stellar 12th outing from
MWA Grandmaster Westlake (after 2004's The Road to Ruin). Arnie Albright, a fence so obnoxious his
family "intervened" and sent him to Club Med in hopes he'd become more likable, has returned from the
resort minimally improved, but having met the man of his dreamsPreston Fareweather, amillionaire who's
as comically distasteful as Arnie and who, more importantly, plans to be away from his art-filled New Y ork
penthouse indefinitely, on the run from hordes of furious ex-wives. Albright callsin Dortmunder and his
pals to take advantage of Fareweather's absence. Meanwhile, Dortmunder has discovered that a New Jersey
branch of the mob has been systematically taking over O.J. Bar Grill, which traditionally hosts Dortmunder's
business meetings. While Dortmunder plans the penthouse burglary and tracks down Raphael Medrick,
failed manager of the O.J. and compulsive creator of crummy music, Fareweather uses women and lolls on
the beach. Events unfold in a delicious sequence, and every step is complemented by great writing, right
down to the hilarious exchanges between the regulars hanging out at the O.J. (Apr. 18) Copyright Reed
Business Information, adivision of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.From AudioFileJohn Dortmunder
and his merry band of burglars are back for another go at their own version of wealth distribution--the
planned burglary of afabulous art collection from a semi-deserted penthouse apartment. Westlake offers
several detours along the way and four--perhaps five--interrelated plots, as well as a boxcar load of quirky
characters. William Dufris brings all his skills to this Westlake entertainment. The main characters are from
New Y ork and New Jersy, giving Dufris a chance to explore the heights of their accents. He makes each
main character arecognizable individual and creates memorable versions of the cameo roles, which range
from Club Med staffersto Florida bonefishermen. He also handles women's voices expertly. All thiswhile
delivering awell-paced narration. R.E.K. AudioFile 2005, Portland, Maine-- Copyright AudioFile, Portland,
Maine



